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all tois time seems to prove 1 was right. Don't you
agree, Priestley?''
Dr. Priestley contented himself with nodding rather
vaguely, and Faversham continued. ''If I, who had
only seen the man once in my life, could guess that,
do you suppose his own sister couldn't? Of course she
could! Why should she worry about Venner? She
knows well enough that he's gone out of her life, and
1 don't suppose that she regrets it. Why should she
concern herself with anything more serious than her
own amusement?"
" I remember, Professor, that you said that cases of
disappearance could be divided into four classes," said
Hanslet* " Sir Alured evidently puts this one into the
fourth class."
" Certainly 1 do," Faversham replied. " There
doesn't seem to me to be any reasonable doubt about
it."
Oldland shook his head, " Sorry> Faversham, but I
don't agree, I'll admit that appearances are on your
side, but that's not everything. Venner simply isn't the
man to decide on a step like that. However much he
disliked the circumstances in which he found himself,
he's have preferred muddling through them to making
any decisive move."
" Then what class do you put his disappearance into,
Doctor Oldland?" Hanslet asked.
Oldland took a pull at his drink before he replied.
" There are several very queer points about the case,"
he said, with a glance towards Dr. Priestley. *' It's
not easy to give a definite opinion before those points
are cleared up. But I don't see how the fellow can
possibly be dead. What's become of the body? Some-
body would have stumbled over it by now, for certain,
On the whole, I'm inclined to plump for the third
category. Venner might well be suffering from some